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§1 B-Theory vs. the Natural View of Time

B-Theory/ Static Theory of time: Time is just another dimension, in addition to the spatial dimensions, along 
which events are spread out. This view entails that: (i) all moment in time are equally real; and (ii) no moment 
in time is metaphysically privileged.

Natural view of time: There is an objective distinction between past, present, and future. The present is 
constantly advancing toward the future. 

§2 Challenges for the B-Theory

(1) Experience of the present as privileged.

                      time

(2) Experience as if time is passing.
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(3) Accounting for A-truths

A-truth = true statements/ beliefs that involve essential references to an objective now (that is, temporal 
features that the B-theorist think have no objective validity)

                                 It was raining yesterday”                                   “It was raining yesterday”                               “It was raining yesterday”
                                                                              

                Suzy on Nov 7, 2015                                            Suzy on Nov 12, 2015                                      Hilary on Nov 12, 201
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(4) “Thank Goodness that's over!”

After your dentist visit you say “thank Goodness that's over!”
→ This statement, according to the B-theories, is made true by the B-fact that the utterance is later than the 
painful procedure.
→ But why are you so relieved about this fact? 
→ You could have known all along that you will utter this sentence after the procedure.

(5) Attitudes about Past and future

Why do we have different attitudes about past and future given that both are metaphysically on par? E.g., we 
prefer to have pains in the past rather than the future.

(O1) We can causally influence the future but not the past.
(O2) We have this time-bias, but it is not justified. 
(O3) We actually do not care more about future pains; we only care more about pains in our personal future. 

(6) Change

The at-at theory of change: objects change by having different properties at different times. E.g., the poker is 
cold at t1 and hot at t2.

How is change in time different from spatial variation?

                                                                                                 Road

(O1) Objects are wholly present at different points in time but not at different points in space. 
(O2) Causation runs along the temporal dimension but not the spatial dimension.
(O3) No genuine metaphysical differences.

(7) Time vs. Space

What makes the temporal dimension different from the spatial dimensions?

(O1) Physics might single out the temporal dimension (space-like vs. time-like directions in relativity theory)
(O2) Radical option: no intrinsic difference (D. C. Williams).

§3 Lingering Worries

“Once Einstein said that the problem of the Now worried him seriously. He explained that the experience of the 
Now means something special for man, something essentially different from the past and the future, but that 
this important difference does not and cannot occur within physics. . . . That this experience cannot be grasped 
by science seems to him a matter of painful but inevitable resignation” (Carnap, R. (1963) The Philosophy 
of Rudolph Carnap, 37-38).
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