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Theses: 
(I) Presentism has advantages of other A-theories. 
(II) There are good reasons for thinking that some A-theory is true.

A-theories

A-Theorists believe in an objective distinction between past, present, and future.

Presentists: A-theorists who hold that only the present exists.
Growing Blockers: A-theorists who hold that past and present exist.
Moving Spotlighters: A-theorists who hold that past, present, and future exist. 

Presentism vs. other A-theories

Non-Presentist A-theories all entail that the past exists in addition to the present.
(Obj.-1) Cannot explain why we care more about the present than about the past.
(Obj.-2) Entail skepticism: If past things equally exist, then how do you know you live in the present?

Objections against Presentism

Truthmaking Objection

(1) Truthmaking principle: For every true statement/ proposition there is something in the world that makes it 
true.
(2) Past/ future truths: There are true statements/ propositions about the past and the future.
(3) If Presentism is true, then there are no truthmakers for statements/ propositions about the past or future.

(Q1) How plausible is the truthmaking principle? 
(Q2) How convincing is Zimmerman's reply to the truthmaking objection?

Two Objections from Relativity Theory

Relativity is formulated in terms of a four dimensional manifold of spacetime points
→ distinctions between straight and curved lines in a time-like direction

Relativity implies that simultaneity is relative: there is not a single global present
→ Reply: “we all believe in lots of distinctions physics 'can't see'” (p. 219)

(Q3) Does the existence of unoccupied spacetime points at times other than the present undermine 
Presentism?
(Q4) Is the only objection from Relativity that Presentism introduces distinctions that physics does not draw?

Arguments for the A-Theory

Common Sense Principle. We should hold on to widely held beliefs as long as there is no decisive evidence 
against them.

(Q5) Is the Common Sense Principle plausible for all kinds of belief? 
(Q6) Is Presentism a common sense belief?
(Q7) Is Zimmerman right that Presentism has not been “proven guilty?”
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