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The Problem of Consciousness (ht 2020) 
 
 

Instructor:  Christian Loew 
Email:  christian.loew@umu.se 
 
 
Course description 
 
The course focuses on one aspect of our mental lives, namely phenomenal consciousness, 
by which we mean the “what it is likeness” of certain experiences, such as feeling pain or 
seeing a red apple. A puzzling aspect of consciousness is that there are excellent reasons to 
think that it somehow arises from the activity of our brains, yet it is deeply puzzling how 
exactly that would work. We will be both concerned with the metaphysical status of 
consciousness, especially its relation to the brain, and also its nature. What is the relation 
between consciousness and brain states? Are all conscious states about something? And do 
all mental states we are aware of have a ‘what its likeness’? 
 
 
Schedule 
 
Nov 2: Introduction 
 
Nov 4: The Study of Consciousness 

- Armstrong, David (1980) “The Nature of Mind,” in: C.V. Borst (ed.) Identity Theory. 
McMillan, 67-79. 

- Palmer, Stephen (1999) Vision Science: Photons to Phenomenology. Cambridge, 
Mass. MIT Press. Sections 13.2-13.3. 

 
Nov 6: Support for Reductionism 

- Papineau, David (2002) Thinking about Consciousness. Oxford University Press. 
Chapter 1 and Appendix.  

- Libet, Benjamin (1999) “Do we have free will?,” Journal of Consciousness Studies 6: 
47-52.  

 
Nov 9: Problems for Reductionism 

- Gertler, Brie (2005) “The Knowledge Argument,” In: The Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 
MacMillan. 

- Kind, Amy (2011) “Chalmers' zombie argument,” in: M. Bruce & S. Barbone (eds.) 
Just the Arguments: 100 of the Most Important Arguments in Western Philosophy. 
Wiley-Blackwell 

- Chalmers, David (1996) The Conscious Mind: In Search of a Fundamental Theory. 
Oxford University Press. Sect. 2.2: “Reductive explanation”. 

 
Nov 11: Reductionist Responses 

- Stoljar, Daniel (2005) “Physicalism and phenomenal concepts,” Mind and Language 
20.  Read only pages 490-92.  
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- Stoljar, Daniel (2006) Ignorance and Imagination: The Epistemic Origin of the 
Problem of Consciousness. Oxford University Press. Read only pages 3-7 

- Papineau, David (2002) Thinking about Consciousness. Oxford University Press. Sect. 
2.1-2.6, and ch. 6. 

 
Nov 16: Consciousness & Representation 

- Harman, Gilbert (1990) “The intrinsic quality of experience,” in. J. Tomberlin (ed.) 
Philosophical Perspectives 4. Ridgeview, 31-52. 

 
Nov 18: Representationalism & Transparency 

- Kind, A. (2010) “Transparency and Representationalist Theories of Consciousness,” 
Philosophy Compass 5: 902–913. 

 
Nov 20: The Structure of Consciousness  

- Block, N. (2002) “Concepts of Consciousness,” in: Chalmers, D. (ed.) Philosophy of 
Mind. Oxford University Press. 

 
Nov 23: Cognitive Phenomenology 

- Montague, M. (2015) “The Life of the Mind,” in: P. Coates and Coleman, S. (eds.) 
Phenomenal Qualities: Sense, Perception, and Consciousness. Oxford University 
Press. 

 
Nov 27: Measuring Consciousness 

- Seth, A. K., Dienes, Z., Cleeremans, A., Overgaard, M., & Pessoa, L. (2008). Measuring 
consciousness: relating behavioural and neurophysiological approaches. Trends in 
cognitive sciences, 12(8), 314–21. 

 
Nov 30: Neural Correlates of Consciousness 

- Dehaene, S., & Changeux, J. (2011). “Experimental and theoretical approaches to 
conscious processing”. Neuron, 70 (2), 200-227. E-version available via UB. 

- Koch, C., Massimini, M., Boly, M., & Tononi, G. (2016). Neural correlates of 
consciousness: progress and problems. Nature Reviews Neuroscience, 17(5), 307– 

 
 
Course Requirements 
 

To successfully complete the class, you have to fulfill three requirements: 

1. active participation in the zoom discussions; 
2. draft & final Paper. You need to write both a draft and a final version of a 2000-3000 

words paper on a given topic. 
3. feedback. You need to provide written feedback on a class mate's draft paper. 
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1) Active participation 

To every class meeting, you should come prepared with two questions about the assigned 
readings. These questions might concern things about the readings that were unclear to 
you, or simply things that you would like to discuss more with your class mates. You don't 
have to write these questions down, but you have to be able to provide them when called 
upon. 

 

2) Draft and Final Paper 

To satisfy this requirement, you need to write a draft and a final paper of about 2000-3000 
words. I will provide the paper topic in due course. In the paper you will have to 
demonstrate mastery of the main philosophical skills that we will practice in the class. E.g., 

• Identifying the arguments a text offers in support of a claim; 
• Stating an argument or position in a clear and comprehensive way; 
• Evaluating objections to an argument; 
• Defending an argument against an objection; 
• Coming up with arguments/ objections of your own. 

Exercises we'll do during class will prepare you for this task. 

 

3) Feedback 

For this requirement, I will match you up with a ‘feedback partner’. You will have to send a 
draft of your paper to your feedback partner and will receive comments from him/ her. In 
turn, you will provide feedback on your partner's paper. The length of your comments 
should be about half of the length of the paper. 

Providing and receiving feedback is incredibly important for improving ones writing. Often 
when I try to give feedback on someone else's writing, I discover problems with my own 
writing. Noticing what makes another paper difficult to read helps you realize that you 
might be doing the same thing. (For some reason, we are better at spotting faults in others 
than in ourselves.) At the same time, receiving feedback will help you improve your paper. 
Again, please be kind when you give and receive feedback. I get very frustrated when 
someone misunderstand what I was trying to say. But then it also teaches me that maybe I 
did not say it as clearly as I should have.  

 


